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PLOT
A joy-filled cheer of 
appreciation for loud, trouble-
making, outrageous kids. 

Katerina Cruickshanks is a wild 
child, a trickster, and a ringleader. 
But when they wreak some serious 
chaos, their friends decide their 
shenanigans have gone too far and 
say, ‘No more!’

Brimming with humour and warmth, 
Katerina shows us that there’s no 
such thing as being too much; it’s 
just a matter of finding the friends 
who will love you as you are. 
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Close reading of  
extual elements:

Gender-nonconforming 
characters: How many 

books have you read that feature 
characters with they/them pronouns, 
or who are gender nonconforming in 
other ways? As a class, make a list of 
these books. Find them in the library 
or bring them from home, and read 
them together. Choose one of these 
characters and make a profile for 
them: draw their portrait, write 
down their name and pronouns, and 
then write a little description of who 
they are and what they like doing.

Social skills: Katerina’s friends 
exclude them in a pretty 

overwhelming way, don’t they? Poor 
KC! Work together as a group to 
brainstorm some other ways KC’s 
friends could have dealt with the 
situation, instead of voting them out 
of the group.

DISCUSSION TOPICS

Close reading of the cover:
Critical engagement:  
Look at the cover artwork and 

describe what you see. What kind of 
hat is the kid wearing? What objects 
can you see flying around them? 
What sort of personality do you 
think this kid might have? Why do 
you think the illustrator has chosen 
to surround this person with these 
flying objects?

Personal enjoyment:  
What’s your favourite thing 

about this cover (for example, 
the colours, the illustration style, 
Katerina, their hat, the flying things, 
the hand lettering that looks like it 
has lights in it, or the dog)? Is there 
anything you would change about it 
if you were in charge? Why?
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ACTIVITIES

Wear It Purple: 
Katerina wears only purple on Mondays in June, when they’ll frimble 
and hoot to a runcible moon! Did you know that there’s a special day 

each year when young people wear purple to raise awareness for the rights 
of all LGBTQIA+ young people to feel safe and welcome in their community? 
Officially, Wear It Purple day does not happen on Mondays in June, but on the 
last Friday of August. If August is far away, choose a day when your whole 
class can wear it purple and don’t forget to make a runcible moon to frimble 
and hoot under! You can find loads of brilliant resources for bringing Wear It 
Purple day to your school here: wearitpurple.org/schools

http://wearitpurple.org/schools
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AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR BIOGRAPHY
Daniel Gray-
Barnett is an 
illustrator and 
author from the 
Huon Valley 
in Lutruwita/
Tasmania. He 
likes to think of 
himself as someone 
who was put on 
this planet to 
tell a few stories 
before he turns 
into a grumpy 

old man. He’s worked with clients including 
Disney, Kiehl’s, Sydney Opera House and The 
New York Times and his first picture book, 
Grandma Z, won a Children’s Book Council of 
Australia award for Best New Illustrator.

When he’s not in the studio, he can be found 
daydreaming in the garden with his husband, 
baby, German pointers, and chickens.

Dan, we love the fun and hilarious book you’ve 
created, and we adore KC! What was your 
inspiration for writing Katerina Cruickshanks?

Katerina Cruickshanks was inspired by my 
love of nonsense poems. The Owl and the 
Pussy-cat was one of my favourite childhood 
poems and books and I wanted to try tackling 
that writing format.

What first seemed like a fun way to write a 
poem about a character that was a bit ‘extra’ 
or ridiculous, actually turned into a way to 
explore and try to understand someone that is 
very much the opposite of me.

I’ve never been like Katerina and in many 
ways have always wanted to be like them. 
The  story became a way to connect with them 
through their friends and the way children 
play together. Sometimes it ends in tears! 
Sometimes it grows into lifelong friendship.

How did you first become an artist and writer?

I always loved writing and making art at 
school, but it wasn’t until my late 20s that I 
realised I could actually make a career out of 
doing something creative. As an illustrator, 

I’m self-taught - there’s a lot you can learn 
from the internet and books about being an 
illustrator. It took me a few years to teach 
myself about different ways of making art 
and the business of being an illustrator. 
What started out as a passion project on the 
side, slowly grew as I got more and more 
commissions until I was finally able to quit my 
day-job and be a full time illustrator.

Becoming a writer was a bit more accidental. 
I’d done some illustrations for fun, exploring 
the characters and story that eventually 
became Grandma Z and entered them into 
the Bologna Illustrators Exhibition. They 
didn’t get chosen, but after posting them on 
Instagram, my publisher at Scribble (Miri 
Rosenbloom) saw them and contacted me. 
Miri convinced me that there was a good story 
behind the illustrations and asked whether 
I’d be interested in turning them into a book. 
I’d always wanted to be a writer when I was 
young, so I jumped at the chance to fulfil a 
childhood dream.

What are some of your favourite picture books?

Madeleine by Ludwig Bemelmans has always 
been a firm favourite. Anything touched by 
illustrator Christian Robinson is sure to be 
beautiful. Tomi Ungerer’s The Three Robbers, 
Michael Rosen’s Sad Book and Town is by the 
Sea by Joanne Schwartz (illustrated by Sydney 
Smith, whose illustrations inspire me to find 
new ways to tell a story). 

Do you have any tips for young creatives?

Don’t give up! Sometimes it can take a while 
to learn, practice and get better at what you 
want to do - but if you want to be creative, you 
absolutely can! The world, especially these 
days, always needs art and stories and things 
that inspire our passion.

Being a creative is a bit of a marathon, you’re 
in it for the long haul. But the more you create 
and experiment and learn things, the better 
you will get, bit by bit.

And don’t be afraid to get in touch with your 
creative heroes - we love to hear from you.


