
Recipes for Wonder:
Daffodil Dissection Lesson Plan



Lesson objective: 
Students dissect daffodils to observe the internal and 

external parts of the plant, in order to better understand 
how they survive and reproduce.

Time: 
Roughly 45 minutes.

Resources needed: 
Daffodils, a copy of Mr Shaha’s Recipes For Wonder by 

Alom Shaha, paper and colouring pencils.



Curriculum Links

Year 1 pupils should be taught to:

• Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, 
including deciduous and evergreen trees.
• Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common 

flowering plants, including trees.



Curriculum Links

Year 3 pupils should be taught to:

• Identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering 
plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers.
• Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, 

including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal.



Cross-curricular links: 

Art and design - drawing an accurate representation 
of the inside of a flower.

Literacy – learn new words for the different parts of a 
flowers and verbally explain what they do.



Introduction (10 minutes)
Show the daffodils to the class and question them to see how much 
they know about plants already. Example questions:

Why do plants have flowers?

What’s inside a flower?

Do all flowers have the same things inside them?

How can we find out?



Main activity: Daffodil Dissection (20-25 
minutes)
Use the double spread page from Mr Shaha’s Recipes for Wonder (p56)
on Daffodil Dissection to get children dissecting daffodils or any other 
flower, and making their own labelled drawing of the parts of their 
flower. 

As the children do this, go round the class to make sure that students 
are able to use the drawing from the book to correctly identify the 
parts in their own flower. 



Plenary (10 minutes)

Ask students which parts of the flower they are confident they 
discovered when they dissected their flower.

Use the “Mr Shaha says” section of the relevant spread in the book 
(p57) to teach children about the function of the different parts of a 
flower.


